
 
    

Regional Meeting on 10th May 2017, Salzburg 

VALIDATION OF PRIOR LEARNING 
 …à la française 



About VNFIL in France 

 VAE – Validation des acquis 
d’expérience – since 2002 

 Alternative and equivalent pathway to 
formal qualification 

 18 000 professional certifications 
accessible (EQF 3 – EQF 8) 

 Separation of roles: 

◦ Training 

◦ Assessment 

◦ Certification 

 

 

 
 
 



Validation process 

• Free public network of information and identification centres 

• Minimum 1 year of experience 

• Identification of targeted diploma from RNCP 

1. Identification 

• Elaboration of a dossier – focus on verbalization + analysis of 
practice: Example of a dossier 

• Accompaniment available (mostly by certifying bodies for 
€€€) 

2. Documentation 

• Interview with a jury 

• Partial validation possible 

3. Assessment 

• Formal diploma (exactly the same) 

4. Certification 

../../Compcert/working documents for certification and jury/livret_2_deass.pdf


Results 

 13 000 diplomas delivered every year 
(2% of all) 
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What about the low-skilled? 

 Free public information centres (funded by 
regions) 

 VAE paid leave (24 hours) 

 Systematic funding of the personalized 
accompaniment by the region, lifelong-
learning fund or labour office 

 The dossier and the required level of 
description is adapted to the qualification 
level (30 – 100 pages) 

 Single access point to different lifelong 
guidance and training measures 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

Future: Validation and certification 
of key skills? 

 CLéA certificate: 108 criteria in 7 skills areas: 

 

1. Communication in French 

2. Basic rules of calculus and maths 

3. ICT skills 

4. Cooperation and communication 

5. Independence and self-directedness 

6. Ability to learn during whole life 

7. Health and safety 

 

 PC-based assessment → training (in required) → certification 
CLéA (jury!) → professional training / employment 

 

 

 

 

 

 



L’outil numérique 

| Espace candidat 
Exemple Domaine 1 
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 25 consultants with different profiles (psychologists, 
trainers, HR) 

 Services in career guidance (bilan de compétences), 
validation and training 

 7 centres in Burgundy with HQ in Chalon-sur-Saône 

 

 

Visit us in Burgundy… 



Thank you for your attention… 
  


